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SECTION I – INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF FINDINGS

Introduction

The study of the families having relatives who migrated abroad for a period of at least 2 years, carried out in Tirana and Kavaja between April and September 2007, is an integral part of the research program, aiming at analyzing the migration impact on the social context and the development perspectives of the communities of origin.

The methodology used in performing an analysis of migration dynamics consisted of three well connected stages. 

1. The type of support that Albanian families residing in Emilia-Romagna provide to their relatives in Tirana and Kavaja served as a case-study of the impact of migration on generating and meeting the social needs of their relatives still in Albania. 

2. The analysis of the INSTAT and World Bank data on the changes in the expenditure behaviours of families in Albania when they receive remittances.

 3. Collection of the data in rural and urban areas on the changes in the social structure and in the expenditure behaviours of the families in relation, in particular, to specific social targets and the relevance of remittances in meeting their needs.
This study succeeded thanks to the good cooperation between Emilia – Romagna Region and the Albanian Association “Hope for the future”. The project focuses on the social component of the relation between migration and development of the social composition, welfare improvement and the social stability in relation to public planning, and identifying specific areas in which the contribution of migrants build a virtuous relation between the support of the needs and the social development. 
The goal of the survey carried out in Tirana and Kavaja is to provide the image of a community with a strong relation with the migration dynamics in terms of dimension of the phenomenon but also of the impact on the family structure, income and expenditure behaviours, including the social field.

1. Aim

The aim of the survey is to investigate the impact of migration on the social context and the future development of Tirana and Kavaja. It focuses on one hand on the relation between the migration flows and the changes in the family structures, paying particular attention to the presence of the elderly and the young; on the other, to quantify the present and potential contribution which by way of the remittances the Diaspora provides the communities of origin with, both in terms of assistance to the elderly and education for the young, and as a resource for the local development. 

2. The scope of the survey

The method used consists of a Sample Survey Data Analysis. It relies on the elaboration and analysis of both qualitative and quantitative data. On the one hand it concerns the duration of the permanence abroad of the relatives who migrated, a general assessment of their intentions to move back to Albania or to remain abroad, the composition of the families left in Tirana, particularly in relation to the presence of minors, elderly people or other people to be taken care of, the overall available assets of the families that were interviewed and the incidence of remittances on the total amount available. The second part of the survey focuses on the expenditure behaviours of the families having a member who migrated abroad, gathering information on the share of expenditure destined to minors and elderly people and on the expenditure destined to savings and investments. 

This study provides a better understanding of how migration affects the composition of Tirana families, the available assets of the families and their propensity to save, and specifically the social expenditure of the families, thus estimating the saving share that is effectively or potentially available for investments.

Finally, the inclination to the return of the migrants was analyzed, to collect information on the propensity of the migrants from Tirana and Kavaja to definitively or temporarily settle abroad or move back to Albania.

3. The survey sample

The survey was carried out on a sample of 200 Albanian households; in order to ensure the maximum territorial representation of the survey, the sample design was tailored on the specificities of the 2 districts of the prefecture of Tirana, interviewing households in rural and urban areas
. 

The sample represents approximately 39.600 households in the 2 districts of Tirana having one or more family members migrated abroad for at least 2 years
. 

The most part of the survey concerns Tirana as it is the main urban area. During the last 5 years, the population growth rate has been higher than in Kavaja. Besides, as a result of the demographic movement the population of Kavaja has changed a lot, the population has reduced and the family composition has changed too. The interviewers faced the lack of youth members of the families as most of them consisted of the elderly. 

Table 1 -   The sample of 200 households interviewed in the prefecture of Tirana
	
	
	Area of  Residence

	District of residence
	Total
	urban
	rural

	Tirana
	170
	159
	11

	Kavaja
	30
	28
	2

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. RELATIVES ABROAD
	200
	187
	13


For each household, the head of the family or an adult family member was interviewed. The interviews were carried out face-to-face, at home or in public places.
To identify whether the individual results of the survey were influenced by specific variables some segmentation variables of particular interest were pre-defined (for example the "number of families with minor members" or "the amount of the remittances received”). 

The chosen segmentation variables are as follows:

· District of residence (Tirana, Kavaja);
· Area of residence (urban area, rural area);

· Albanian household composition (with minors < 18 years, with old people, with people requiring care);

· Duration of migration (2-5 years, 6-10 years, more than 10 years);

· Country of destination (Italy, other countries);

· Capacity to save and to invest (Albanian households which save and/or invest);

· Incidence of remittances on households’ available fund (Albanian households receiving remittances from migrated members).

· Future life project (in Albany, abroad).

4. Main findings

Dimension and duration of migration from Tirana

The migration phenomenon is an increasing tendency, but the propensity towards the return is a characteristic of the Albanian migrants. In two cases out of three, the migrants and their families see their future in Tirana and Kavaja. 30.0% of the families interviewed declared that their relatives migrated over 10 years ago, while in 70.0% of the cases they have been abroad for 2 to 10 years, of which 49.5% between 6 and 10 years.

Changes in household composition and related social dynamics

In fact, nearly 50% of the families declared to have a migrant abroad that was either the son of the head of the family, single or without children (46.0%), the head of the family’s brothers (11.5%) or other relatives (5.0%). 

46% of the families, without the head of the family, face many social problems such as divorce, lack of education, etc. 

In other cases, the whole family has moved (8.5%); 5.5%, the head of the family has migrated, while the wife and children are staying in Albania; 5.5 % the head of the family has migrated, while the wife and parents are staying in Albania; 13.5 % the head of the family has migrated, while the wife, parents and children are staying in Albania. 

18,7 %, of the families consisting of the elderly need welfare assistance. Most of the elderly live alone without care provision. 

The structure of the families in Tirana is as follows: 39,4% consist of families with minors, 18,8% families with minors and elderly in need of assistance, 22,2% families with only the elderly and 19,5 % families with minors or elderly people.

	 
	Families with minors
	 Families with minors and elderly/people needing assistance
	Families with elderly/people needing assistance
	Families w/o minors nor elderly/ people needing assistance
	Total

	Elbasan
	244
	88
	74
	50
	456

	 
	53,5%
	19,3%
	16,2%
	11,0%
	100,0%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tirana
	289
	138
	163
	143
	733

	 
	39,4%
	18,8%
	22,2%
	19,5%
	100,0%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Albania
	1514
	679
	614
	484
	3291

	 
	46,0%
	20,6%
	18,7%
	14,7%
	100,0%


 
Total available funds and households’ income composition

The average monthly available assets per family amount to 553 Euros, made up mainly (59.1%) from employment income (€ 327), 14.6% from other sources of income such as pensions (€ 81), benefits (€ 23, equal to 4.1%) and remittances sent by relatives living abroad (€ 123, equal to 22.2%).

Considering the overall available assets of the Tirana families interviewed, the impact of the remittances is thus lower (22.2%) than the employment income (59.1%). Therefore, families in Tirana base their revenues mainly on their work. There is the difference from Elbasan, where the percentage of remittances is higher (41.6%) than the working income (39.3%).

It is rather striking that the average number of workers per family who migrated abroad is lower (1.4) than the average number of workers in the family left in Tirana (1.6).

The opposite is noticed in Elbasan, the ratio is 1.4 % migrated worker per family, and 0.9 % internal worker per family.

Propensity to save and invest

Among the families interviewed, 1 out of 3 (equal to 34.5% of the sample) manages to save up: the average annual savings volume, of the families declaring to save up, amounts to 2,353 Euros. It decreases down to 812 Euros estimating the number of all the families interviewed, plus the ones declaring of not saving up

Estimating the data in terms of the relation in percentage between the overall family income and the saving volume, the families’ propensity to save, the share destined to be saved accounts, on average, for 12.2% of the annual incomes of each family. This trend increases up to 26.2% estimating only the families that actually save up (34.5% of the sample).

Households’ expenditure behaviours

The analysis of the data gathered on the family expenditure behaviours allows performing a rough estimate of the share of consumption destined to social expenditure; it also allows identifying the expenditure for the education of the young and for any type of health and care needs.

In particular, with reference to the impact of migration on the social and development dynamics of the communities of origin, it is particularly interesting to assess whether the expenditure behaviours of families, not having relatives who migrated abroad, differ from the ones of the families having at least one relative abroad.

The results display that a considerable share of the family budget (75.9%) is destined to the purchase of consumer goods, durables and non durables, and that the total of the expenditure for education, medical care and assistance accounts for about 15.3% of the total of the family expenditure.

The expenditure allocated for the education of the young (6.4%) as opposed to health care (6.3%) is in line with the already highlighted presence of minor members rather than elders in the families.

In order to estimate the average available assets of each family, not allocated for unavoidable expenditure, the share destined to the purchase of consumer goods and the share of expenditure that cannot be renounced (education, care and assistance) is deducted from the total, obtaining a share amounting to 25.3% that could be allocated for other types of use, not previously defined, including 6.4% for the further education of the young.

The amount of expenditure for social care accounts for 15.3% but it is worth noticing that, as it will appear in future destination of savings, the present expenditure is allocated to build or refurbish a house (3.4%) and to a lesser extent, to start-up or consolidate entrepreneurial initiatives (1.0%).

Received remittances

The percentage of the families receiving remittances from the migratory members has increased dramatically (88.5%). Only 11.5% of the families have not received remittances during 2006. This figure reflects the great incidence of remittances in the families in Tirana.

Considering that the percentage of families receiving remittances from abroad, on average 22.2% of the available assets of those families derive from remittances, and that the remittances determine variations in the family expenditure behaviours, among other things increasing the share of expenditure destined to the human capital of the families, the impact of migration on the support of the families and of the whole community, appears to be substantial.

Frequency of remittance reception
Among the families interviewed, about one third of them (31.0%) gets them on a regular monthly basis, 12.0% receives remittances regularly every 2-3 months, 20.5 % receives remittances 2-3 times a year, 25 % receives remittances irregularly, and 11.5 % have no remittances at all.

Estimate of amounts

The average value of annual remittances amounts to 1,666 Euros (1,474 Euros if one considers all the families interviewed), with an incidence of 24.4% on the total amount of their economic resources.

Comparing those figures with Elbasan’s it can be noticed that the families in Elbasan receive higher remittances than those in Tirana (€2.099 per year and 44.5% of the total savings).

The incidence of remittances on expenditure destination

The gathering and processing of the data concerning the expenditure behaviours and the use of the remittances were carried out using the same expenditure items, so as to allow for a homogeneous comparison among the general expenditure behaviours of the families and the expenditure concerning the use of remittances.

The parallel analysis allowed identifying in which proportion the families, at least the ones with migrants abroad, recur to private resources to meet their primary social needs, focusing once again on education, medical care and assistance.

In general, the family expenditure behaviours in relation to the total income available and in relation to remittances follow a basically homogeneous trend.
The share of remittances used for the purchase of consumer goods (41.4%) is lower than the percentage of the general expenditure behaviours of the families interviewed (75.9%).

What grows substantially is the expenditure for the education of the young (15.4%), expenditure to build/refurbish houses (11.8%) and for Savings (12.0%).

The families with minors and the elderly in need use 51.2% of the remittances for consuming expenditure. The families consisting of minor members have used 14.2% of those remittances to build/refurbish houses, 21.3% for education expenditure and for others only 18.6% is used. 
The remittances have helped families improve the economic situation, the social conditions. They are used for education purposes, assistance for minors and elderly people in need. Finally we can say that these remittances have improved the present and future quality of life. They have also had an impact on savings increasing.

Indications about the future: rejoining or return 

Over half of the families interviewed (35.0%) declared having the intention of reuniting with their relatives who migrated abroad, but of these only 8,0% would like to remain away from Albania forever. The remaining 8.5% would like to go abroad to then eventually return. Finally, 18.5% would like to move abroad but at present are not able to do it.

All in all, only 8% see their future away from Albania: furthermore, migration appears as a non-final perspective.

The first interesting remark in relation to the data gathered is that among the migrants who would like to eventually go back to Tirana, 6.0% save up abroad to start work or investment-related projects once they are back home.

The migrants from the Tirana districts intending to eventually come back consist of 27.5%, while the majority 44.5% want to stay abroad forever.

About one third (28.5%) of the interviewees, state that the future projects also depend on the development of the working opportunities and the social and economic conditions of their families.

The projects of the relatives who migrated appear to be strongly related to those of the families living in Tirana, so much that the propensity to definitive migration concerns about 1 case out of 3, similar to what was found for the relatives left in Tirana.

SECTION II – RESULTS IN DETAILS

5. Dimension and duration of migration from Tirana

The survey analysed the average dimension and duration of migration from Tirana and Kavaja.

The research study drew a distinction between migration to Italy and migration to other countries, mainly with the aim of comparing these data with the results of the survey carried out in the Albanian community in Emilia-Romagna in the framework of the same research project.

The migration phenomenon is an increasing tendency, but the propensity towards the return is a characteristic of Albanian migrants. In two cases out of three, the migrants and their families see their future in Tirana and Kavaja. 30.0% of the families interviewed declared that their relatives migrated over 10 years ago, while in 70.0% of the cases they have been abroad for 2 to 10 years, of which 49.5% between 6 and 10 years.

Table 2 -
Length of permanence abroad of migrated family members
	Length of permanence abroad of migrated family members
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	2-5 years
	41
	20,5%

	6-10 years
	99
	49,5%

	Over 10 years
	60
	30,0%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. RELATIVES ABROAD
	200
	100,0%


Table 3 -
Households with family members migrated in Italy and in other countries
	Families with members who migrated to Italy and other countries
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	To Italy
	111
	55,5%

	To Italy and other countries
	8
	4,0%

	To other countries
	81
	40,5%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MEMBERS WHO MIGRATED ABROAD
	200
	100,0%


The existence of the migration chain moving along different territorial axes seems to be confirmed by the difference of data found for Italy and for other countries of destination: if migrants in Italy come almost exclusively (92.8%) from urban areas and the majority among them (72.1%) has left less than 10 years ago, the migrants directed to other countries from an urban origin account only for 93.8% and nearly one third of the cases (32.1%) migrated over 10 years ago.

Table 4 - Households with family members migrated in Italy and in other countries, by area of residence and by duration of migration
	
	Area of residence
	Time spent abroad by family members who migrated
	

	Foreign countries where the members who migrated live
	Urban
	Rural
	2-5 years
	6-10 years
	Over 10 years
	TOTAL

(%)

	Italy
	92,8%
	7,2%
	20,7%
	51,4%
	27,9%
	100.0%

	Italy and other countries
	93,8%
	6,2%
	19,8%
	48,1%
	32,1%
	100.0%

	Other countries
	93,5%
	6,5%
	20,5%
	49,5%
	30,0%
	100.0%

	TOTAL FAMILIES WITH MEMBERS WHO MIGRATED ABROAD
	92,8%
	7,2%
	20,7%
	51,4%
	27,9%
	100.0%


The estimates obtained suggest that the original migrants from the Tirana and Kavaja districts mainly went to Italy (respectively 50.6% and 83.3%), while in the Tirana and Kavaja districts, migrants mainly chose other foreign countries as a destination (respectively 44.7% and 16.7%).

Table 5 - Households with family members migrated in Italy and in other countries, by district of residence

	
	District of origin

	Countries of destination
	Tirana
	Kavaja

	To Italy
	50,6%
	83,3%

	To Italy and other countries
	4,7%
	-

	To other countries
	44,7%
	16,7%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%


Table 6 suggests that from the total migrants towards Italy, 77.5 % are from Tirana and 25.5 % from Kavaja and from the total of the migrants towards other countries 93.8 % are from Tirana and only 6.2 % are from Kavaja.

Table 6 -
Main destinations, by district of residence

	
	District of residence
	

	Countries of destination
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	Total

	To Italy
	77,5%
	22,5%
	100,00%

	To Italy and other countries
	100,0%
	0,0%
	100,00%

	To other countries
	93,8%
	6,2%
	100,00%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	85,0%
	15,0%
	100,0%


6. Changes in household composition and related social dynamics   

The extent of dependence of families left in Tirana and Kavaja on their relatives who migrated was recorded and analyzed distinguishing between families dependent on the support of the relatives who migrated and families that are not directly dependent on them. 24,5 % of families are dependent on migrants or about 1 in4 families, and in 75,5 % of cases, the migrants do not have close bonds with their relatives who remained in Tirana or Kavaja. As a matter of fact, in more than half of the families those who migrated were the unmarried children of the head of the family or those who do not have children themselves (46.0%), to whom one may add the families from which those who migrated were the siblings of the head of the family (11.5%) or other unmarried relatives such as grandchildren or uncles/aunts (5.0%). In other cases, even though they are less frequent, whole households moved abroad. In 14.0% of cases these are the head of the family’s married sons who took their wives and children with them. Whilst, in about 1 case out of 4 (24.5%) the head of the family himself migrated, leaving in Albania the closest relatives, who depend on him economically (wife, children, old parents) 

Table 7 -
Tirana households’ degree of dependence from the family members migrated abroad
	Extent of dependence of families left in Tirana on relatives who migrated
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	Families in which the head of the family migrated (with wife and children left in Albania)
	11
	5,5%

	Families in which the head of the family’s married son migrated (with wife or children/nephew   left in Albania)
	11
	5,5%

	Families where all the employmed members are abroad
	27
	13,5%

	Families in which the head of the family’s married son migrated (taking with him abroad wife /children)
	17
	8,5%

	Families in which the head of the family’s unmarried son/daughter migrated
	92
	46,0%

	Families in which the head of the family’s married brother migrated (taking with him abroad wife/children)
	9
	4,5%

	Families in which the head of the family’s unmarried brother migrated
	23
	11,5%

	Families in which another head of the family’s relative migrated
	10
	5,0%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	200
	100,0%

	Average no. Of migrants per family (*)
	1,8
	


[image: image9.png]TERZO SETTORE

PER LO SVILUPPO DELL'ECONOMIA ETICA





(*)
in the survey carried out in Emilia-Romagna in May 2007, the average number of migrants per family from Tirana is equal to 3.3, whilst in the present survey it amounts to 1.8. Such difference can be explained presuming the interviewed sample from Tirana might have mentioned manly migrant workers, in some cases probably omitting all the other family members who had migrated.

Likewise, the proportion is higher than the average (about 29.5-32.3%) when the time spent abroad is less than 10 years, while it decreases to 20.3% when it exceeds 10 years.

Table 8 shows how both the rural and urban areas have the same structure of the economic dependence from migrants. The dependent families consist of: Urban (21.6%) and rural (25.0%), and the independent families (78.4%) and (75.0%). 

Based on the time migrants have spent abroad 6-10 years or more than 10 years, the economic dependence has changed between 14.6% - 25.3% and independence 85,4% - 74,7%. 

There is an explanation behind that: first the demand for investments in Tirana and Kavaja has increased; second, the heterogeneity of the Tirana population has enlarged consequently, there is an overflow of poor families coming from other cities and settling in the capital; third, the growing demand for better living conditions has enhanced the investments as Tirana offers greater chance and opportunities than others cities.

Table 8 -Tirana households with family members migrated abroad by family tie, country of destination and duration of migration

	
	Area of residence
	Time spent abroad of the family members who migrated

	Tirana families with a member who migrated
	Urban
	Rural
	2-5 

years
	6-10 years
	Over 10 years

	Families with migrants who left in Tirana family members depending on them
	21,6%
	25,0%
	28,4%
	14,6%
	25,3%

	Families with migrants who did not leave in Tirana family members depending on them
	78,4%
	75,0%
	71,6%
	85,4%
	74,7%

	TOTAL FAMILIES WITH MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Average no. of migrants per family
	1,6
	3,4
	2,1
	1,5
	1,7


There are no notable differences between Tirana and Kavaja, concerning the economically dependent families, (respectively 24.1% and 26.7%) and the non-economically dependent (respectively 75.9% and 73.3%). 
Table 9 -   
Tirana households’ degree of dependence from the family members migrated abroad, by district and area of residence

	
	District of residence
	District of residence

	Extent of dependence of Tirana families on relatives who migrated abroad
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Families with migrants who left in Tirana close relatives depending on them
	24,1%
	26,7%
	24,6%
	23,1%

	Families with migrants who did not leave in Tirana close relatives depending on them
	75,9%
	73,3%
	75,4%
	76,9%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Average no. of migrants per family
	1,9
	1,3
	1,7
	3,5


6.2 The impact of migration on households’ composition 
This study focuses on the presence of the elderly and the young to assess the variations taking place in the family composition, when at least one member has migrated abroad, derives from the assumption that minors, elderly and people needing daily assistance represent key social targets and that medical needs, education for minors and assistance for the elderly or other people play a specific role in the economy of the families.
Expenditure behaviours and saving of the families receiving remittances will be useful in estimating the expenditure devoted to minors and the elderly, that together with the one for consuming goods for daily consumption and the health expenditure for the whole family represent the share allocated of the family expenditure, the one the family cannot renounce: the difference between the overall income and the expenditure which cannot be renounced should indicate a useful estimate of the saving percentage of each family, that is potentially available for investments.
The analysis refers to four types of family composition:

· Families consisting of minor members (cohabiting children, siblings, grandchildren)

· Families with elderly people (over 65 years of age) and others needing daily care and assistance

· Families consisting of minor members and elderly or other people needing assistance

· Families without minors, elderly or other people needing assistance

The information gathered on the families of migrants is of particular interest aiming at studying the impact of migration compared to the data concerning the whole Tirana population.

The presence of minors and elderly people in the families with at least one migrant abroad, of which the whole survey sample is composed of, was compared with the one of all the Tirana families:

Table 10 -
Presence of minors, elderly and people needing assistance in Tirana households

	Structure of the Tirana families 
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	with minors
	289
	39,4%

	with minors and elderly/people needing assistance
	138
	18,8%

	with elderly/people needing assistance
	163
	22,2%

	w/o minors nor elderly/ people needing assistance
	143
	19,5%

	TOTAL FAMILIES 
	733 (*)
	100,0%




* Source: Living Standards Measurement Survey  BM – INSTAT 2002, representative sample of the total of Tirana families.

Table 11 -
Presence of minors, elderly and people needing assistance in Tirana families with at least one member who migrated

	Structure of the Tirana families with a member who migrated
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)
	Average no. of members per family

	with minors
	50
	25,0%
	4,6

	with minors and elderly/people needing assistance
	20
	10,0%
	5,3

	with elderly/people needing assistance
	36
	18,0%
	4,1

	w/o minors nor elderly/ people needing assistance
	94
	47,0%
	3,7

	TOTAL FAMILIES
	200
	100,0%
	4,1



NOTE:
it is underlined that, in base of the survey in Emilia-Romagna in May 2007, the Tirana families consisting of minor members were 8,6% of total, meanwhile the families with elderly were 37,9% (superior value comparing with present survey).

Table 10 shows that 39.4% of Tirana families include at least one minor and 22.2% at least one elderly person or a person needing assistance. While, the opposite situation appears with the households with at least one member abroad: even in this case, the prevailing ones are the families consisting of minor members or members needing assistance (about 35.5%), whilst those with the elderly account for 28.0% of the sample. The number of families without minors or people to be assisted is much higher when considering the families with at least one migrant (47.0% as opposed to 19.5%).
Differences between urban and rural areas

Comparing the urban and rural data, verifying the relations between the family structure and the segmentation variables listed in the previous chapter, figures suggest that the families residing in rural areas have a higher presence of both minors and elderly people if compared to the average. 61,5% of families have no minors or elderly (cf. Table 13).

Differences between migration in Italy and migration in other countries

Taking into consideration the families, whose members migrated only few years ago (2-5 years) a higher presence of minors is found (29.3%), as opposed to the families with members who migrated over 10 years ago, in which a presence of elderly that is approximately to the average has been identified (21.0%).

Taking into consideration the families having members who migrated to Italy, as an example of a country characterized by a basically long-term migration, the presence of target groups taken into consideration is slightly higher than the average, mainly as far as the minors are concerned (27.0%). The comparison with the results of the survey carried out in Emilia-Romagna in May 2007 confirms the prevailing trend of Tirana families to reconstitute the whole household abroad. 

Table 12  -  Household composition, by country of destination of family members and by length of stay abroad 
	
	Migration countries
	Time spent abroad of the family members who migrated

	Structure of families 
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	Other countries
	2-5 years
	6-10 years
	Over 10 years

	with minors
	27,0%
	-
	24,7%
	29,3%
	23,2%
	25,0%

	with minors and elderly/people needing assistance
	12,6%
	12,5%
	6,2%
	12,2%
	9,1%
	10,0%

	with elderly/people needing assistance
	18,9%
	12,5%
	17,3%
	12,2%
	18,2%
	21,7%

	w/o minors nor elderly/ people needing assistance
	41,4%
	75,0%
	51,9%
	46,3%
	49,5%
	43,3%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Average no. of migrants per family
	4,3
	3,8
	4,0
	4,1
	4,1
	4,2


Analysing the two districts, the percentage of families without minors or elderly people is higher than the average in Kavaja (63.3%) and approximately to the average in Tirana (44.1%), compared to an average of 47.0%, calculated including the two districts.

There seems to be a prevalence of families consisting of minor members or elderly people needing assistance in Tirana and neither minors nor elderly people needing assistance in Kavaja, accounting for respectively 47.1% and 63.0% of the total number of families considered for each district.

Based on the composition of the families having a migrant, the verification of the relation between the structure of the family and the variables on the mentioned segments of the previous chapter, indicate that families in the rural areas consist of a higher number of minors and elders than the average. This is an indicator of the influence of the patriarchal families of the rural area.  

Table 13 -
Household composition, by district and area of residence

	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Tirana family structure
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rurale

	with minors
	27,1%
	13,3%
	25,1%
	23,1%

	with minors and elderly/people needing assistance
	8,8%
	16,7%
	9,6%
	15,4%

	with elderly/people needing assistance
	20,0%
	6,7%
	19,3%
	-

	w/o minors nor elderly/ people needing assistance
	44,1%
	63,3%
	46,0%
	61,5%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Average no. of migrants per family
	4,1
	4,4
	4,1
	4,8


Students 
The study showed that 52.5 % of the families consist of a student member. 18,5 % consist of minor members at primary school, 19,0% consist of minor members at secondary school, and 22,0% of the cases have at least one person attending university.
Table 14 -
Presence of students in the families interviewed

	Presence of students in the families interviewed 
	Total 

(no.)
	Total 

(%)

	Families with students
	105
	52,5%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending primary schools
	37
	18,5%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending secondary schools
	38
	19,0%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending university
	44
	22,0%

	Families consisting of minor members
	70
	35,0%

	Families with elderly and/or relatives needing assistance/daily care
	56
	28,0%

	TOTAL FAMILIES INTERVIEWED 
	200
	100,0%


The percentage of the families consisting of minor members is 31, 5 % and that of families consisting of student members is 53,2 % . The number of the families consisting of student members is higher than the number of the families consisting of minors.

Table 15 -
Presence of students in the interviewed households, by country of destination and length of stay abroad of the migrated family members
	
	Migration countries
	Time spent abroad of the family members who migrated

	Presence of students in the families interviewed
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries
	2-5 years
	6-10 years
	over 10 years

	Families with students
	53,2%
	50,0%
	51,9%
	48,8%
	50,5%
	58,3%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending primary schools
	18,9%
	-
	19,8%
	17,1%
	18,2%
	20,0%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending secondary schools
	17,1%
	25,0%
	21,0%
	17,1%
	19,2%
	20,0%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending university
	24,3%
	37,5%
	17,3%
	22,0%
	18,2%
	28,3%

	Families consisting of minor members
	39,6%
	12,5%
	30,9%
	41,5%
	32,3%
	35,0%

	Families with elderly and/or relatives needing assistance/daily care
	31,5%
	25,0%
	23,5%
	24,4%
	27,3%
	31,7%

	TOTAL FAMILIES INTERVIEWED 
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%


Table 16 indicates a great number of families consisting of student members in Tirana or in Kavaja. They are respectively 51.8 % and 56.7%. There is prevalence in the urban areas with 52.9%. 
Families consisting of minor members dominate in Tirana (35,9%) and rural areas (38,5 %). 28.8% consist of families with elders or persons in need of assistance in Tirana and 23.3 % in Kavaja. Those families prevail in urban areas.

Table 16 -
Presence of students in the interviewed households, by district and area of residence
	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Presence of students in the families interviewed
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	Tirana
	Kavaja

	Families with students
	51,8%
	56,7%
	52,9%
	46,2%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending primary schools
	20,6%
	6,7%
	17,6%
	30,8%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending secondary schools
	18,2%
	23,3%
	19,3%
	15,4%

	of which, families consisting of minor members attending university
	20,0%
	33,3%
	23,0%
	7,7%

	Families consisting of minor members
	35,9%
	30,0%
	34,8%
	38,5%

	Families with elderly and/or relatives needing assistance/daily care
	28,8%
	23,3%
	28,9%
	15,4%

	TOTAL FAMILIES INTERVIEWED 
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%


7. Total available funds and households’ income composition 

The average monthly available assets per family amounts to 553 Euros, made up mainly (59.1%) from employment incomes (€ 327), 14.6% from other sources of income such as pensions (€ 81), from benefits (€ 23, equal to 4.1%) and from remittances sent by relatives living abroad (€ 123, equal to 22.2%).

Considering the overall available assets of the Tirana families interviewed, the incidence of the remittances is thus lower (22.2%) than from employment income (59.1%)
. Therefore, families in Tirana base their income mainly on their work. There is a difference from Elbasan, where the percentage of remittances is higher (41.6%) than the incomes from work ( 39.3 %).

It is rather striking that the average number of workers per family who migrated abroad is lower (1.4) than the average number of workers in the family left in Tirana (1.6).

The opposite is noticed in Elbasan, the ratio is 1.4 % migrated worker per family, and 0.9 % internal worker per family.

Table 17-
Available assets of the Tirana families

	Available assets of the Tirana families
	Monthly average (euros)
	Annual average (euros)
	%

	Employment incomes
	 €  327 
	 €  3.920 
	59,1%

	Pensions
	 €   81 
	 €   969 
	14,6%

	Benefits
	 €   23 
	 €   270 
	4,1%

	Remittances from relatives living abroad
	 €  123 
	 €  1.474 
	22,2%

	Total available assets
	 €  553 
	 €  6.633 
	100,0%

	% incidence of remittances on the total available assets
	22,2%
	 
	

	Average no. of workers in Tirana, per family
	1,6
	 
	

	Average no. of workers who migrated abroad, per family
	1,4
	 
	


NOTE:
it is worthwhile to underline that, on the basis of the survey carried out in Emilia-Romagna in May 2007, the monthly average available assets of a family in Tirana was equal to 647 euros, of which 25% coming from the remittances sent by the relatives

Differences between the districts of Tirana 
The families residing in the Tirana district have average monthly available assets amounting to 573 €, that is, a higher value than the one of the families residing in Kavaja (436 €); in particular, in Tirana the employment income is higher (342 € a month) and the incidence of remittances displays the lowest value (22.2%).

Differences between urban and rural areas

The families residing in urban areas have higher available assets, a higher family income and a higher incidence of remittances, as opposed to the corresponding values found in families in rural areas (cf. 
Table 
).
The same phenomenon is noticed in Elbasan Prefecture.

Table 18 -Tirana households’ monthly available funds, by district and area of residence 
	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Available assets of the Tirana families
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Employment incomes
	 € 342 
	 € 240 
	 € 336 
	 € 189 

	Pensions
	 € 82 
	 € 74 
	 € 82 
	 € 61 

	Benefits
	 € 22 
	 € 24 
	 € 21 
	 € 40 

	Remittances from relatives living abroad
	 € 127 
	 € 98 
	 € 123 
	 € 125 

	Total available assets
	 € 573 
	 € 436 
	 € 562 
	 € 415 

	% incidence of remittances on the total available assets
	22,2%
	22,6%
	21,8%
	30,2%

	Average no. of workers in Tirana, per family
	1,6
	1,5
	1,6
	1,0

	Average no. of workers who migrated abroad, per family
	1,5
	1,3
	1,4
	2,2


Differences in relation to the presence of children, the elderly and people needing care and daily assistance 

We can’t distinguish any substantial changes of the average incidence of remittances on the total available assets concerning the structure of the families in Tirana  (cf. Table 19). Even for the average monthly available assets per family, there are no big changes on the results, except for a lower prevalence in the families consisting of minor members - 596 €.

Table 19-
Tirana households’ monthly available funds, by household composition and countriesof destination of the migrated family members
	
	Structure of the Tirana families
	Migration countries

	Available assets of the Tirana families
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/people needing assistance
	with elderly/people needing assistance
	w/o minors nor elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Employment incomes
	 € 373 
	 € 329 
	 € 339 
	 € 297 
	 € 343 
	 € 191 
	 € 318 

	Pensions
	 € 68 
	 € 99 
	 € 102 
	 €  76 
	 € 71 
	 € 83 
	 € 93 

	Benefits
	 € 19 
	 € - 
	 € 21 
	 €  30 
	 € 21 
	 € 30 
	 € 24 

	Remittances from relatives living abroad
	 € 136 
	 € 127 
	 € 90 
	 € 128 
	 € 133 
	 € 80 
	 € 113 

	Total available assets
	 € 596 
	 € 555 
	 € 552 
	 € 530 
	 € 568 
	 € 384 
	 € 548 

	% incidence of remittances on the total available assets
	22,8%
	22,9%
	16,3%
	24,1%
	23,4%
	20,8%
	20,6%

	Average no. of workers in Tirana, per family
	1,5
	1,7
	1,7
	1,5
	1,6
	1,3
	1,5

	Average no. of workers who migrated abroad, per family
	1,4
	1,5
	1,5
	1,5
	1,3
	2,8
	1,5


8. Households’ expenditure behaviours

The data analysis of the households’ expenditure behaviours helps us understand the amount of the expenditure in education, medical care and assistance. The comparison of the data is important, because it indicates the differences in expenditure behaviours between families that have a migrant abroad and those that do not. 

Referred to our survey on the impact of migrations on the social and development dynamics of the communities of origin, it is particularly interesting to assess whether the expenditure behaviours of families, not having relatives who migrated abroad, differ from the ones of the families having at least one relative abroad.

Concluding that a considerable share of the family budget (75.9%), as one might have presumed, is destined to the purchase of consumer goods, durables and non durables, and that the total of the expenditure for education, medical care and assistance accounts for about 15.3% of the total of the family expenditure.

The higher education expenditure of minors and young (6.4%) as opposed to the one for health care (6.3%) is in line with the already highlighted presence of minor members rather than elders in the families.
The figures in tab. 20 and tab.21, indicate that a considerable amount of expenditure (75,9%) is destined for durable, non-durable goods and services; in medical care and assistance needs there is a percentage of (15,3%) of shared expenditure. The listing of the percentage of expenditure is as follows: expenditure in education (6,4%) , medical care (6,3%), reconstruction (3,4%), and assistance  (2,6 %) in which 2,0 % is used for loans and 2,4% for other expenditure.

Table 20 -
Comparison on expenditure distribution between all Tirana households and the sample of households having at least one family member migrated abroad

	Distribution of expenditure
	Total Tirana families 

(*)
	Total Tirana families having at least one migrant abroad

	Durables, non-durables and services
	94,5%
	84,7%

	Education
	1,8%
	6,4%

	Health and assistance expenditure
	3,7%
	8,9%

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	100,0%
	100,0%


(*) Source: 
Living Standards Measurement Survey  BM – INSTAT 2002, representative sample of all the Tirana families.

Table 21 -
Interviewed households’ expenditure distribution
	Distribution of expenditure
	Total (%)

	Durables, non-durables and services

(food, clothing, transportation, utilities, …)
	75,9

	Expenditure to build/refurbish houses
	3,4

	Medical care
	6,3

	Education
	6,4

	Assistance 
	2,6

	Repayment of loans/borrowing
	2,0

	Expenditure to start-up/consolidate enterprises
	1,0

	Other
	2,4

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	100,0




The analysis of the data regarding the main aspects of the sample interview provides some significant indicators:
Differences between urban and rural areas

The expenditure percentages for medical care, education and assistance are lower in rural areas than in urban ones (referred to Table 22) but the expenditure for consumer goods, durables, non-durables and services (food, clothing, transportation, utilities,) are higher in rural areas. 

Differences between the districts 

Table 22, indicates that the expenditure clusters of building/refurbishing houses (5.5 %), medical care (10.8), education (8.9 %), assistance (7.1%), and expenditure to start-up or consolidate enterprises (2.2%) are higher in Kavaja than in Tirana with such respective expenditure to building/refurbishing houses 3.0%; medical care (5,5%), education (6.0%), assistance (1.1%), and expenditure to start-up or consolidate enterprises (0.8%).

There is a higher expenditure for durable and non-durable consuming (77.8%), in Tirana than Kavaja (65.5%).

In total, highest percentage of expenditure for consuming (88.2%) occurs in the rural areas due to the larger families. But in all other expenditure, the urban areas indicate a higher prevalence. 
Table 22 -
Interviewed households’ expenditure distribution, by district and area of residence

	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Distribution of expenditure (%)
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	Urban
	rural

	Consumer goods, durables, non-durables  and services (food, clothing, transportation, utilities, …)
	77,8
	65,5
	75,1
	88,2

	Expenditure to build/refurbish houses
	3,0
	5,5
	3,5
	1,7

	Medical care
	5,5
	10,8
	6,5
	3,8

	Education
	6,0
	8,9
	6,6
	4,1

	Assistance 
	1,8
	7,1
	2,8
	0,8

	Repayment of loans/borrowing
	2,4
	-
	2,1
	-

	Expenditure to start-up/consolidate enterprises
	0,8
	2,2
	0,9
	1,5

	Other
	2,8
	-
	2,5
	-

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0


Variations in relation to the presence of children, the elderly and people needing care and daily assistance 
As expected, the expenditure for education is higher in the families including minors (7.7%) than the average (6.4%); a further result, confirming the expectations, shows that in the families with elderly people, the expenditure for medical care (10.2%) and assistance (5.5%) are both higher than the average values for all the families (6.3% and 2.6% respectively).

Table 23   -   Distribution of family expenditure, per structure of the families and migration countries
	
	Structure of families 
	Migration countries

	Distribution of expenditure of the Elbasan families

(values %)
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	w/o minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Consumer goods, durables, non-durables  and services (food, clothing, transportation, utilities, …)
	72,8
	75,2
	74,6
	78,3
	73,5
	84,9
	78,5

	Expenditure to build/refurbish houses
	5,9
	1,8
	2,1
	2,9
	4,2
	1,3
	2,4

	Medical care
	4,0
	9,2
	10,2
	5,5
	6,8
	10,1
	5,2

	Education
	7,7
	5,2
	3,9
	7,0
	6,6
	3,1
	6,4

	Assistance 
	1,1
	6,8
	5,5
	1,5
	3,3
	0,6
	1,9

	Repayment of loans/borrowing
	3,5
	-
	3,5
	1,1
	2,2
	-
	2,0

	Expenditure to start-up/consolidate enterprises
	0,8
	2,0
	-
	1,2
	0,9
	-
	1,1

	Other
	4,3
	-
	0,3
	2,6
	2,5
	-
	2,4

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0


9. Received remittances and their incidence on households’ expenditure

The percentage of the families with migrant relatives, receiving remittances is very high, 88,5% of the total sample interviewed. Only 11,5 % have not received remittances during 2006. This highest percentage of families receiving remittances from abroad, on average, 22.2% of the available assets derive from remittances (cf. Table 17). They determine variations in the family expenditure behaviours, intr alia, increase the share of expenditure destined to the human capital of the families, influence the prospect of the families and whole communities.
Table 24  -  Tirana households received remittances from the family members migrated abroad (year 2006)
	Tirana families that received remittances from abroad (year 2006)
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	Yes
	177
	88,5%

	No
	23
	11,5%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	200
	100,0%


The percentage of the families receiving remittances is higher than the average in the urban area (89.3%) than in the rural one (76.9%). The opposite occurs in Elbasan. 

Table 25 -
Tirana households received remittances from the family members migrated abroad, by district and area of residence (year 2006)
	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Tirana families that received remittances from abroad 
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Yes
	88,2%
	90,0%
	89,3%
	76,9%

	No
	11,8%
	10,0%
	10,7%
	23,1%

	Total families with migrants abroad
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%


According to the Table 26, the highest percentage of the families receiving remittances consists of those having migrants in Italy (90.1%), and taking into consideration the structure of the families, this figure is higher for the families consisting of minor members and elderly people in need of assistance (95.0%).
Table 26 -
Tirana households received remittances from the family members migrated abroad, by household composition and countries of migration of the family members (year 2006)
	
	Structure of the Elbasan families 
	Migration countries

	Tirana families that received remittances from abroad 
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	w/o minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Yes
	88,0%
	95,0%
	83,3%
	89,4%
	90,1%
	75,0%
	87,7%

	No
	12,0%
	5,0%
	16,7%
	10,6%
	9,9%
	25,0%
	12,3%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%


Frequency of money transfer 

Among the receiving families interviewed, about one third (31.0%) receives them on a regular monthly basis, 12.0 % receives remittances regularly every 2-3 months, 20.5 % receives remittances 2-3 times a year, 25 % receives remittances irregularly, and 11.5 % have no remittances at all.

Table 27  -
Frequency with which Tirana households receive remittances from the family members migrated abroad (year 2006)
	Frequency with which families receive remittances
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	irregularly/occasionally
	50
	25,0%

	every 4-6 months
	41
	20,5%

	regularly (every 2-3 months)
	24
	12,0%

	regularly (every month)
	62
	31,0%

	Never
	23
	11,5%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	200
	100,0%


Table 28 indicates that the highest figures are noticed in occasional (46.7%) and 4-6 month transfers (26.7%) to the receiving families in Kavaja. In Tirana, the transfers figures are higher in the 2-3 month transfers (12.9%), and the regular ones (34.7%).

A considerable number of families, about 11.8% in Tirana have never received remittances. 

The highest percentage of the families receiving regular (31.0%) or occasional (25.7%) or 2-3 month (20.3%) remittances is located in the urban areas. Families in rural areas receive remittances in a frequency of 4-6 months (23.1%). The number of families never receiving remittances, is higher in the rural areas 23.1% than in the urban ones 10.7%. 

Table 28   -
Frequency with which Tirana households receive remittances from the family members migrated abroad, by district and area of residence (year 2006)
	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Frequency with which families receive remittances
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	irregularly/occasionally
	21,2%
	46,7%
	25,7%
	15,4%

	every 4-6 months
	19,4%
	26,7%
	20,3%
	23,1%

	regularly (every 2-3 months)
	12,9%
	6,7%
	12,3%
	7,7%

	regularly (every month)
	34,7%
	10,0%
	31.0%
	30,8%

	Never
	11,8%
	10,0%
	10,7%
	23,1%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%


The families having minor members receive remittances regularly, at a monthly basis (46.0%). The families consisting of minor and elder members receive occasional remittances (40.0%), as well as those consisting of elder members (50.0%). 

These target families need more support in remittances than others. 

As far as the country of where the transfer takes place, Italy prevails in the 4-6 month transfers (23.4%), Italy and other countries dominate in the occasional transfers (37.5%), and other countries prevail in the regular basis (39.5%).

Table 29 -
Frequency with which Tirana households receive remittances from the family members migrated abroad, by household composition and countries of migration (year 2006)
	
	Structure of the Tirana families 
	Migration countries

	Frequency with which families receive remittances
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	w/o minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	irregularly/occasionally
	10,0%
	40,0%
	50,0%
	20,2%
	27,9%
	37,5%
	19,8%

	every 4-6 months
	16,0%
	30,0%
	16,7%
	22,3%
	23,4%
	12,5%
	17,3%

	regularly (every 2-3 months)
	16,0%
	-
	8,3%
	13,8%
	13,5%
	-
	11,1%

	regularly (every month)
	46,0%
	25,0%
	8,3%
	33,0%
	25,2%
	25,0%
	39,5%

	Never
	12,0%
	5,0%
	16,7%
	10,6%
	9,9%
	25,0%
	12,3%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%


Amount of remittances received

The average value of annual remittances of the receiving families amounts to €1.666 per year, or about 24.4 % of the total savings per year. 

In contrast with Elbasan, Tirana families have received lower remittances (€2.099 per year and 44.5% of the total savings).

For both prefectures, the income from remittances is higher than the income from work.
Table 30. -
Amount of remittances received from the interviewed households (year 2006)

	Volumes of remittances
	Values calculated on all the families interviewed
	Values calculated only on the families receiving remittances

	Annual average remittances per family, total (€)
	 €    1.474 
	 €      1.666 

	Annual average available assets per family (€)
	 €    6.633 
	 €      6.841 

	Incidence of remittances on the total of the family income (%)
	22,2%
	24,4%


Differences between urban and rural areas
According to Table 31, the families living in urban areas receive fewer remittances than the ones living in rural areas. It is true though that the families living in urban areas have on average more assets than the families living in rural areas.
Differences between the districts of Tirana

The remittances (€ 1.526), or the overall available incomes (€ 6.881) are higher for the Tirana’s families. This is an indicator that Tirana has a higher standard of living; greater opportunities for investment, social life and services. 

Table 31 -
Amount of received remittances, by district and area of residence (year 2006)

	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Volumes of remittances
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Annual average remittances per family, total (€)
	 € 1.526 
	 € 1.181 
	 € 1.472 
	 € 1.504 

	Annual average available assets per family (€)
	 € 6.881 
	 € 5.232 
	 € 6.748 
	 € 4.979 

	Incidence of remittances on the total of the family income (%)
	22,2%
	22,6%
	21,8%
	30,2%


Differences in relation to the presence of children, old people and people needing care and daily assistance 

In the families of migrants with a percentage of minors higher than the average, and those with both minor and the elderly or people needing assistance there is a high incidence of remittances on the total income, respectively (22.8%) and (22.8%).

In many cases, in these families the head of the family has migrated, and the relatives depend on the remittances. In fact, the labour force left in Albania in these cases is lower in terms of numbers than the migrated one.

As for the countries of destination, it is interesting to notice that about ¼ (23.4%) of remittances received by the Tirana families come from Italy:

Table 32 - Amount of received remittances, by household composition and countries of migration (year 2006)
	
	Structure of the families
	Migration countries

	Volumes of remittances
	With minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	w/o minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Annual average remittances per family, total (€)
	 € 1.628 
	 € 1.522 
	 € 1.076 
	 € 1.535 
	 € 1.597 
	 € 959 
	 € 1.357 

	Of which coming from Italy
	 € 1.110 
	 € 1.101 
	 € 653 
	 € 841 
	 € 1.597 
	 € 352 
	 - 

	Of which coming from other countries
	 € 518 
	 € 421 
	 € 423 
	 € 694 
	 - 
	 € 607 
	 € 1.357 

	Annual average available assets per family (€)
	 € 7.147 
	 € 6.657 
	 € 6.619 
	 € 6.361 
	 € 6.818 
	 € 4.605 
	 € 6.581 

	Incidence of remittances on the total of the available assets (%)
	22,8%
	22,9%
	16,3%
	24,1%
	23,4%
	20,8%
	20,6%


Final use of remittances, referring to households’ expenditure behaviour

The remittances have helped the families improve the economic situation and social conditions. They have been used for education purposes, assistance for minors and elderly people in need. Finally we can say that these remittances have improved the present and future quality of life. They have also had an impact on increasing the savings.

As for the aims of the survey, the parallel analysis allowed identifying in which proportion the families, at least the ones with migrants abroad, recur to private resources to meet their primary social needs, focusing once again on education, medical care and assistance.

In general, the family expenditure behaviours in relation to the total income available and in relation to remittances follow a basically homogeneous trend.

The share of remittances devoted to the purchase of consumer goods (41.4%) is lower than the percentage identified by the analysis of the general expenditure behaviours of the families interviewed (75.9%).

What grows substantially is the expenditure for the education of the young (15.4%), reflecting the growing desire of the young generation to be educated and adapted to the life demands; for building/refurbishing houses (11.8%) or savings (12.0%). 

Table 33 -
Comparison between final use of remittances and households’ expenditures (year 2006)
	Comparison between general expenditure behaviours and use of remittances (distribution %)
	Use of remittances

(%)
	Expenditure

(%)

	Consumer goods, durables, non-durables  and services (food, clothing, transportation, utilities, …)
	41,4
	75,9

	Expenditure to build/refurbish houses
	11,8
	3,4

	Medical care
	8,7
	6,3

	Education
	15,4
	6,4

	Assistance 
	2,9
	2,6

	Repayment of loans/borrowing
	5,4
	2,0

	Expenditure to start-up/consolidate enterprises
	2,5
	1,0

	Savings
	12,0
	-

	Other
	-
	2,4

	TOTAL 
	100,0
	100,0


Table 34 shows that the Tirana families tend to save (14.2%) in urban areas and (12.7%) in rural ones. 

It can be presumed that with the increase of the available assets, Kavaja’s families tend to improve their present and future social condition, and not just set money aside. This appears to be mainly true in rural areas.

Remittances are used more in consuming expenditure in Kavaja (55.6%) than in Tirana (38.,8%), as well as in rural areas (77.7%) than in urban one’s (39.2%). 

Table 34 -
Final use of remittances from abroad, by district and area of residence (year 2006)
	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Use of remittances

(distribution %)
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Consumer goods, durables, non-durables  and services (food, clothing, transportation, utilities, …)
	38,8
	55,6
	39,2
	77,7

	Expenditure to build/refurbish houses
	12,1
	9,8
	12,2
	5,0

	Medical care
	7,8
	13,1
	9,0
	3,7

	Education
	16,5
	9,1
	16,1
	2,1

	Assistance 
	2,0
	7,8
	3,0
	1,5

	Repayment of loans/borrowing
	6,4
	0,0
	5,7
	0,0

	Expenditure to start-up/consolidate enterprises
	2,1
	4,6
	2,1
	10,0

	Savings
	14,2
	0,0
	12,7
	0,0

	TOTALE
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0


The families consisting of minor members and elderly people in need use 51.2% of the remittances for consuming expenditure. The families consisting of minor members have used 14.2% in house building/refurbishing, 21.3% in education and 18.6% in others. 

Remittances from Italy and other countries are used 79.5% in consuming expenditure and 12.7% in medical care; more remittances from Italy (14.2%) are used for reconstruction purposes.

Table 35 - Final use of remittances, by household composition and family members’ countries of migration (year 2006)
	
	Structure of the families 
	Migration countries

	Use of remittances received from abroad

(distribution %)
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	w/o minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Consumer goods, durables, non-durables  and services (food, clothing, transportation, utilities, …)
	32,4
	51,2
	45,7
	42,3
	42,3
	79,5
	36,9

	Expenditure to build/refurbish houses
	14,2
	11,3
	11,3
	10,8
	14,2
	4,0
	9,1

	Medical care
	5,6
	12,4
	14,3
	7,4
	9,7
	12,7
	6,9

	Education
	21,3
	9,2
	5,1
	17,3
	12,1
	1,7
	21,1

	Assistance 
	0,6
	6,8
	6,7
	1,9
	3,7
	1,7
	2,0

	Repayment of loans/borrowing
	6,8
	0,2
	8,3
	4,8
	6,0
	0,5
	4,9

	Expenditure to start-up/consolidate enterprises
	0,5
	6,8
	0,0
	3,5
	1,9
	0,0
	3,7

	Savings
	18,6
	2,1
	8,7
	12,0
	10,4
	0,0
	15,4

	TOTALE
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0


The remittances have also been in kind. Nearly one in five of the interviewed families declared to have received non-economical remittances. 67,0 % of them consisted of clothing, 54,5%  medications, 24,5% home appliances.   

Table. 36 -
Not economical remittances sent by family members migrated abroad
	Non-economic remittances

(multiple answers)
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	Durables (TV-sets, hi-fi, cell phones, washing machines...)
	49
	24,5%

	Medicines
	109
	54,5%

	Clothes
	134
	67,0%

	Food
	38
	19,0%

	Car
	5
	2,5%

	At least one type
	168
	84,0%

	No , any type
	32
	16,0%

	TOTALE FAMIGLIE CON MIGRATI ALL'ESTERO
	200
	100,0%


NOTE:
It should be noted that the sum of the percentages is higher than the total as each family had the chance to select more than one answer (multiple answers).

10. Quantification and destination of savings

One in three (34.5% of the sample) of the families, manages to save up: the average annual savings volume, of the families declaring to save up, amounts to 2,353 Euros. It decreases down to 812 Euros estimating the number of all the families interviewed, plus the ones declaring of not saving up.

Table. 37 -
Interviewed households’ capacity saving

	Saving ability
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	Families managing to save up and/or to invest
	69
	34,5%

	Families spending everything to live
	131
	65,5%

	TOTALE
	200
	100,0%


Table 38 -
Amount and propensity to save
	Saving volumes
	Values calculated on all the families interviewed
	Values calculated only on the families that save up

	Monthly average saving per household (euros)
	 €           68 
	 €         196 

	Annual average saving per household (euros)
	 €        812 
	 €     2.353 

	Annual average available assets per family (euros)
	 €    6.633 
	 €     8.993 

	Propensity to save
	12,2%
	26,2%


Estimating the data in terms of the relation in percentage between the overall family income and the saving volume, the families’ propensity to save, the share destined to be saved accounts, on average, for 12.2% of the annual incomes of each family. This trend increases up to 26.2% estimating only the families that actually save up (34.5% of the sample).

The highest ability and quantity of savings was found in the district of Tirana and, more specifically, in urban areas, for which it was already observed that the available assets of the families appear to be higher than the average of the whole prefecture of Tirana.

Table 39-
Tirana households‘capacity, amount and propensity to save, by district and area of residence

	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Ability to save
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Families managing to save and/or to invest
	34,7%
	33,3%
	35,3%
	23,1%

	Families spending everything to live
	65,3%
	66,7%
	64,7%
	76,9%

	Total
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Saving volumes
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Monthly average saving per family (euros)
	 €      74 
	 €      34 
	 €      70 
	 €      34 

	Annual average saving per family (euros)
	 €    882 
	 €    413 
	 €    840 
	 €    408 

	Annual average available assets per family (euros)
	 €  6.881 
	 €  5.232 
	 €  6.748 
	 €  4.979 

	Propensity to save
	12,8%
	7,9%
	12,4%
	8,2%


Final use of savings

As regards the final use of savings, the data show that savings are especially destined to be used in the future (17,0%) , to buy a place to live (6,0%) , or to start a business, go on or purchase home appliances (4,5%).
Considering the purposes of use of the savings already thought about, the house is at present the main reason to save for 17.0% of families setting resources aside for the future. The percentage increases if the families live in urban areas (17.6%). 

Then, 3.0% of families declare of saving up for the education of the young. The percentage is higher in urban areas (3.2%) and in Tirana (3.5%).

Only 3.0% of families have the clear intention of investing in setting up or consolidating entrepreneurial activities in the near future.

Table 40 -
Reason of saving
	Reasons to save

(multiple answers)
	Total 

(no.)
	Total 

(%)

	To build/refurbish houses
	5
	2,5%

	To buy a house in the future
	12
	6,0%

	For the education of children, grandchildren and/or siblings
	6
	3,0%

	To start-up/consolidate an entrepreneurial activity
	6
	3,0%

	In general for the future (allocation)
	34
	17,0%

	Programmed expenditure (holidays, traveling, refurbish houses..)
	9
	4,5%

	Debit payments
	3
	1,5%

	TOTAL FAMILIES SAVING UP
	69
	34,5%


Table 41 -
Reason of saving, by district and area of residence
	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Reasons to save 

(multiple answers) 
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	To build/refurbish houses
	2,9%
	-
	2,7%
	-

	To buy a house in the future
	5,3%
	10,0%
	5,9%
	7,7%

	For the education of children, grandchildren and/or siblings
	3,5%
	-
	3,2%
	-

	To start-up/consolidate an entrepreneurial activity
	2,9%
	3,3%
	2,7%
	7,7%

	In general for the future (allocation)
	16,5%
	20,0%
	17,6%
	7,7%

	Programmed expenditure (vacanza, traveling, refurbish houses..)
	5,3%
	-
	4,8%
	-

	Debit payments
	1,8%
	-
	1,6%
	-

	TOTAL FAMILIES SAVING UP
	34,7%
	33,3%
	35,3%
	23,1%


Note: Please notice that the sum of the percentages is higher than the total, as each family had the chance to select more than one reason to save (multiple answers).
Indications about the future: returning to Albania or staying abroad

The final aspect of the questionnaire concerned the intention of families to reunite with their relatives abroad as well as the intention of the migrant relatives to come back to Albania.

Where Tirana households would like to live? 

Only 35 % of the Tirana families intent to join their family abroad, while 65,0% prefer staying in Tirana.  The remaining 8,0% would like to go abroad to then eventually return. Finally, 18,5% would like to move abroad but are unable to do so.
Table 42 -
Where Tirana households would live 

	Where the Tirana families would like to live
	Total 

(no.)
	Total 

(%)

	Would like to reunite with their relatives who migrated abroad
	70
	35,0%

	Prefer to remain in Albania
	130
	65,0%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	200
	100,0%

	Further analysis on the families which would like to reunite with their relatives who migrated abroad
	Total 

(no.)
	Total 

(%)

	Would like to move abroad and stay there
	16
	8,0%

	Would like to move abroad and to then eventually return
	17
	8,5%

	Would like to move abroad, but at present there are not the conditions to do it
	37
	18,5%

	TOTAL FAMILIES WHICH WOULD LIKE TO REUNITE WITH THEIR RELATIVES ABROAD
	70
	35,0%


According to the Table 43 the district where the will to reunite with one’s own relatives abroad is prevalent is Kavaja (40.0%).

The prevailing figure 69.2% indicates that most families in the rural area prefer to stay in Albania.

Table 43 - Where the interviewed households would live, by district and area of residence
 

	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Where the Tirana families would like to live
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Would like to reunite with their relatives who migrated abroad
	34,1%
	40,0%
	35,3%
	30,8%

	Prefer to remain in Albania
	65,9%
	60,0%
	64,7%
	69,2%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Further analysis on the families that would like to reunite with their relatives who migrated abroad
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Would like to move abroad and stay there
	7,1%
	13,3%
	8,6%
	-

	Would like to move abroad and to then eventually return
	9,4%
	3,3%
	8,0%
	15,4%

	Would like to move abroad, but at present there are not the conditions to do it
	17,6%
	23,4%
	18,7%
	15,4%

	TOTAL FAMILIES WHICH WOULD LIKE TO REUNITE WITH THEIR RELATIVES ABROAD
	34,1%
	40,0%
	35,3%
	30,8%


Among the families that would like to reunite with their relatives abroad, the ones with elderly people needing assistance constitute the majority (41.7%), that is, presumably the ones in which the head of the family married son’s has migrated leaving parents (or wife, children) at home. The opposite happens with families consisting of minor members. (72.0%) of them want to remain in Albania. (Cf. Table ).
Among the families with migrants in other countries (not in Italy), the majority of them wants to remain in Albania (71.6%). The opposite can be detected with the families which have migrants in Italy (37.8%) or Italy and other countries together (62.5%). They would like to reunite with their relatives.

Table 44 -  Where the interviewed households would live, by household composition and family members’

                    countries of migration


	
	Structure of the families 
	Migration countries

	Where the Tirana families would like to live
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	w/o minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Would like to reunite with their relatives who migrated abroad
	28,0%
	35,0%
	41,7%
	36,2%
	37,8%
	62,5%
	28,4%

	Prefer to remain in Albania
	72,0%
	65,0%
	58,3%
	63,8%
	62,2%
	37,5%
	71,6%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Further analysis on the families that would like to reunite with their relatives who migrated abroad
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	w/o minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Would like to move abroad and stay there
	12,0%
	-
	2,8%
	9,6%
	8,1%
	12,5%
	7,4%

	Would like to move abroad and to then eventually return
	6,0%
	-
	11,1%
	10,6%
	8,1%
	12,5%
	8,6%

	Would like to move abroad, but at present there are not the conditions to do it
	10,0%
	35,0%
	27,8%
	16,0%
	21,6%
	37,5%
	12,4%

	TOTAL FAMILIES WHICH WOULD LIKE TO REUNITE WITH THEIR RELATIVES ABROAD
	28,0%
	35,0%
	41,7%
	36,2%
	37,8%
	62,5%
	28,4%


Migrants’ intentions

Some remarks based on Table 45:

· Among the migrants who would like to eventually go back to Tirana, 6.0% save up abroad to start work or investment-related projects once they return.

· The relatives left at home state that the percentage of migrants indenting to eventually return is (27.5%), while the majority 44.5% has the intention of remaining abroad forever.

· About one third (28.5%) of the interviewee though have not answered, state that the future projects depend on the development of the working opportunities and the social and economic conditions of the families.

The life projects of the relatives who migrated seem to be strongly related to those of the families living in Tirana, so much that the propensity to definite migration concerns about 1 case out of 3, similar what was found for the relatives left in Tirana.

Table 45 -
Migrants’ intentions: returning to Albania or staying abroad
	Intention of relatives who migrated to remain abroad or go back to Albania
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	Would like to go back to Tirana
	55
	27,5%

	Would like to stay abroad forever
	88
	44,0%

	Do not know. Still not decided yet
	57
	28,5%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	200
	100,0%


	Further analysis on the relatives who migrated and would like to move back to Albania
	Total (no.)
	Total (%)

	Will move back to Tirana, but do not know when yet
	31
	15,5%

	Have in mind to eventually move back to Tirana to work/invest
	12
	6,0%

	Will move back to Tirana once they retire
	12
	6,0%

	TOTAL MIGRANTS WHO WOULD LIKE TO MOVE BACK TO ALBANIA
	55
	27,5%


From the comparison of the data divided by districts, there is a confirmation that 29.4% of those who migrated from Tirana intend to eventually return to Albania, whilst in Kavaja the prevailing orientation is to reunite the household abroad and remain there forever (53.3%).

Comparing urban and rural families, 38.5% of the rural families would like to return to Tirana and 53.8% would like to remain abroad forever.

Table 46 -
Migrants’ intentions, by district and area of residence
	
	District of residence
	Area of residence

	Intention of the relatives who migrated to remain abroad or return 

to Albania
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Would like to return
	29,4%
	16,7%
	26,7%
	38,5%

	Would like to remain abroad forever
	42,4%
	53,3%
	43,3%
	53,8%

	Do not know yet, still not decided yet
	28,2%
	30,0%
	29,9%
	7,7%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Further analysis on the relatives who migrated and would like to move back to Albania
	Tirana
	Kavaja
	urban
	rural

	Will move back to Tirana, but do not know when yet
	16,5%
	10,0%
	13,9%
	38,5%

	Have projects to eventually move back to Tirana to work/invest
	6,5%
	3,3%
	6,4%
	-

	Will move back to Tirana when they retire
	6,4%
	3,4%
	6,4%
	-

	TOTAL MIGRANTS WHO’D LIKE TO MOVE BACK TO ALBANIA
	29,4%
	16,7%
	26,7%
	38,5%


The intention of the migrants to move back to Albania depends enormously on the relatives left at home. In particular, the percentage of migrants who would like to move back to Albania is higher in families with minors (38.0%) than in those with elderly people (13.9%).

Table 47 -
Migrants’ intentions, by household composition and countries of migration
	
	Structure of families 
	Migration countries

	Intention of the relatives who migrated to remain abroad or return 

to Albania
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Would like to return
	38,0%
	30,0%
	13,9%
	26,6%
	28,8%
	37,5%
	24,7%

	Would like to remain abroad forever
	36,0%
	40,0%
	55,6%
	44,7%
	42,3%
	50,0%
	45,7%

	Do not know yet, still not decided yet
	26,0%
	30,0%
	30,6%
	28,7%
	28,8%
	12,5%
	29,6%

	TOTAL FAMILIES W. MIGRANTS ABROAD
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%
	100,0%

	Further analysis on the relatives who migrated and would like to move back to Albania
	with minors
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	with elderly/ people needing assistance
	with minors and elderly/ people needing assistance
	Italy
	Italy and other countries
	other countries

	Will move back to Tirana, but do not know when yet
	14,0%
	20,0%
	11,1%
	17,0%
	16,2%
	37,5%
	12,3%

	Have projects to eventually move back to Tirana to work/invest
	12,0%
	10,0%
	2,8%
	3,2%
	7,2%
	-
	4,9%

	Will move back to Tirana when they retire
	12,0%
	-
	-
	6,4%
	5,4%
	-
	7,5%

	TOTAL MIGRANTS WHO’D LIKE TO MOVE BACK TO ALBANIA
	38,0%
	30,0%
	13,9%
	26,6%
	28,8%
	37,5%
	24,7%


Methodological Annex 

Target population

Given the objectives of the survey, the population being studied in this survey is represented by the households of Albanian residents in Tirana, with one or more member who have been migrating abroad for at least 2 years. 
In order to correctly design the survey and define an appropriate sampling, so to guarantee representative results, it was necessary to make a preliminary estimate of such population. In particular, the number of Albanian families was estimated on the basis of official data.

Based on the most recent available data (INSTAT – 2007), the Albanian population living in the 2 districts of Tirana is around 792.061 units.

According to most recent statistics, each household features on average about 4 members and that in about 1 household out of 5 there is at least one member who migrated abroad. On the basis of this information, it’s possible to estimate that there are 39.600 Albanian households living in Tirana with at least 1 migrated member abroad (Tab. 48). The degree of accuracy of this estimate is considered sufficient to ensure proper distribution of the sample as to the two districts of the prefecture of Tirana.

Table 48 -
Number of families with at least one member who migrated abroad, in the 2 districts of the prefecture of Tirana
	Districts of the prefecture of Tirana
	Inhabitants
(year 2001)
	No. of families 
(hypothesis: 4 members for each household)
	No. of families w. at least one migrant abroad
(hypothesis: about 1 household out of 5)

	Tirana
	709.036
	177.259
	35.452

	Kavaja
	83.025
	20.756
	4.151

	TOTAL prefecture of Tirana
	792.061
	198.015
	39.603


Source:
Processing of the INSTAT data (census of the Albanian population - 2001) and Word Bank (Living Standards Measurement Survey – 2002)
Sample of the survey and reliability of results
Starting with the data on the target population (the 39.600 Albanian residents in the prefecture of Tirana having one or more migrated member abroad, reported in Tab. 48), a stratified sample design was designed, considering the two districts of Tirana and households living in urban and rural areas.

It should be emphasized that, although only one member per household was interviewed, questionnaire gathered information on all the members of the family, and therefore the survey unit is represented by the household.

The following table shows the sample of 200 families interviewed, subdivided with respect to district.

The survey sampling errors of the estimates are shown in the same Table.

Table 49  -
SAMPLE: the 200 interviewed Albanian families, in the 2 districts of the Tirana Prefecture
	Districts of the 

Tirana Prefecture
	Sample of families interviewed
	Estimate errors %

	Tirana
	170
	7,5%

	Kavaja
	30
	17,8%

	TOTALE

prefettura di Tirana
	200
	6,9%


Level of significance=95% (α=0.05); p=0.5
Considering a level of significance equal to 95% and assuming a sample coefficient of variation p=0.5, the overall sample error of the survey accounts for 6.9%, thus confirming that the 200 interviews that were carried out allow guaranteeing for a sufficient degree of estimate reliability.

Data gathering process

The fieldwork was implemented between April-May 2007. The interviewers’ team leader was 
Dr. Vasilika Shtëpani, Lecturer in the Faculty of Social Sciences, Philosophy-Sociology Department. 

  E-tools for data encoding and checking
After having carried out the 200 interviews and having controlled the reliability and coherence of the information in the hardcopy questionnaires, the data were processed on computer. The processing, that represents a particularly important and delicate moment, was elaborated taking the same time period needed for the interviews and by the same people who carried out the interviews.

In particular, an electronic mask in Access format was created, visually similar to the questionnaire itself, through which the data were fed into the relational database. For each of the variables revealed some further controls were programmed, to verify in real time the coherence of the answers supplied by the interviewee, and to reduce the possibility of erroneous keying-in during the processing.

The presentation of results: selection of segmentation variables

To make a comparative interpretation of the results and identify the dimensions most strongly connected to the survey factors, some segmentation variables of interest were defined.

The scope of these variables is to verify whether the distribution of the estimates in the survey results (e.g., the "number of the families with children under the age of 18", or "the amount of the received remittances) is significantly differentiated in relation to the different segmentation methods.

The segmentation variables chosen for the survey are the following:

1. District of residence (Tirana, Kavaja);
2. Area of residence (urban area, rural area);

3. Albanian household composition (with minors < 18 years, with old people, with people needing care);

4. Duration of migration (2-5 years, 6-10 years, more than 10 years);

5. Country of destination(Italy, other countries);

6. Capacity to save and invest (Albanian households which save and/or invest);

7. Incidence of remittances on households’ available fund (Albanian households receiving remittances from migrated members).

8. Future life project (in Albany, abroad).

The questionnaire
QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE TIRANA FAMILIES HAVING RELATIVES WHO MIGRATED ABROAD AT LEAST 2 YEARS AGO – year 2007


TO BE FILLED IN BY THE INTERVIEWER

INTERVIEW DATE
____|____|2007
TIME: ____:____

MUNICIPALITY OF THE INTERVIEW:______________________ 
PLACE (home, square, bar…): ________

INTERVIEW MODE:
( face-to-face

NAME OF THE INTERVIEWER:
__________________________________

IMPORTANT!    The present questionnaire must be administered to adults only, who:

· RESIDE in one of the districts of the prefecture of TIRANA;

· have AT LEAST ONE RELATIVE WHO MIGRATED AND WHO USED TO LIVE IN THE SAME HOUSE and WHO HAS BEEN LIVING and WORKING ABROAD FOR 2 YEARS OR MORE (a student living abroad who is not working is not to be considered a migrant);

Preferably interview the head of the family
Privacy information

The information gathered by way of this questionnaire will be used within the Eurospean project “Migravalue”, with the aim of studying the social needs linked with the migration dynamics and to support the planning of social interventions in the countries of origin.

The data will be processed in compliance with the law and the dignity of the interviewee, particularly in relation to confidentiality, personal identity and right of the protection of personal data. As a matter of fact, the results of the project will be disseminated only in aggregated form.

At any moment the interviewee has the possibility of exerting their rights towards the Data Processing Holder.

The Data Processing Holder is the University of  Tirana.

Interviewee personal data

A.1. District of residence

( Tirana
( Kavaja


A.2. Do you leave in an urban or rural area?

	· urban
	· rural


A.3. Gender:

	· male
	· female


A.4. Year of birth:   19 __ __
A.5. Educational qualifications:

	· none
	· primary school
	· secondary school
	· university or post-grad degree


A.6. Marital status:

	· single
	· married
	· separated, divorced
	· widow


A.7. In your family in Albania, you are:

· The head of the family

· Head of the family’s spouse

· Head of the family’s child


· Head of the family’s parent


· Head of the family’s brother/sister


· Head of the family’s other relative (specify:_________________________________)


Your “restricted household”        (in Albania and abroad)
A.8. Think about your restricted household. In particular, how many family members are living in the same house as you do in Albania, and how many family members who used to live with you migrated and are presently living in Italy or in another country? (specify the number of family members who migrated)
	
	How many living with you in Albania
	How many living in Italy
	How many living in other countries 

	A.8.1. you
	no. __1___
	
	

	A.8.2. your husband/wife
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.8.3. your sons/daughters
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.8.4. your parents/parents-in-law
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.8.5. your brothers/sisters
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.8.6. your grandchildren
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.8.7. other relatives (specify:_____)
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	TOTAL FAMILY MEMBERS    (including you)
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______


A.9. In particular, how many of your family members are presently working in Albania, in Italy or in another country? (make reference to the family members you already indicated in Table A.8)
	
	How many working in Albania
	How many working in Italy
	How many working in other countries

	A.9.1. you
	no. ______
	
	

	A.9.2. your husband/wife
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.9.3. your sons/daughters
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.9.4. your parents/parents-in-law
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.9.5. your brothers/sisters
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.9.6. your grandchildren
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	A.9.7. other relatives (specify:_____)
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	TOTAL WORKERS (including you)
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______


A.10. If you have family members living and working in Italy, can you please indicate when they left Albania? (if they left in different moments, please make reference to the member who left first)
year 19 __ __

A.10bis. If you have family members studying in Albania or abroad, can you please indicate how many they are and what they are studying? (excluding family members who have already completed their studies)
	
	How many studying in Albania
	How many studying in Italy
	How many studying in other countries

	· Children attending primary schools
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	· Young attending high schools
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______

	· Young attending university 
	no. ______
	no. ______
	no. ______


Social needs of the household living with you in Albania

A.11. Among the family members living with you in Albania, are there elderly people or other people needing daily assistance or particular medical care?

· no

=> go to question A.12
· yes
no.____
=> go to question A.11.1

(if yes)

A.11.1. In the last 2 years, has the possibility to assist/take care of this (or these) family member/s, worsened, improved or is it like before?

	· worsened
	· like before
	· improved


A.12. Among the family members living with you in Albania, do you have minors, siblings and/or grandchildren?

· no

=> go to question A.13
· yes
no.____
=> go to question A.12.1

(if yes)

A.12.1. In the last 2 years, has the possibility of ensuring an adequate education to your minor family members worsened, improved or is it like before?

	· worsened
	· like before
	· improved


A.13. In general, what is your level of satisfaction in Albania, as for the following aspects?


Not at all
little
quite
very


satisfied
satisfied
satisfied
satisfied

A.13.1. possibility to raise/educate minors 
(
(
(
(
A.13.2. possibility to take care of/assist the elderly
(
(
(
(
A.13.3. economic situation of the family 
(
(
(
(
Available assets of the household living with you, in Albania

A.14. Considering all your incomes (employment income, pensions, benefits and remittances), how much money has the household living with you in Albania available, on average, every month?    (make reference to yourself and the family members you already indicated in Table A.9)
	
	Monthly available assets of the family in Albania

	A.14.1. employment income
	lekë per month
_________

	A.14.2. pensions
	lekë per month
_________

	A.14.3. benefits
	lekë per month
_________

	A.14.4. remittances from your relatives living abroad
	lekë per month
_________

	TOTAL
	lekë per month
_________


Saving and investment ability of the household living with you, in Albania

A.15. Considering the overall available assets of the household living with you in Albania (indicated in Table. A.14), do you use all the money to live, or do you manage to save a part of it?

· We spend everything to live
=> go to question A.16
· We manage to do some saving
=> go to question A.15.1

(if they can save money)

A.15.1. On average, how much can your family, in Albania, manage to save per month (per year)?

	lekë per month
____________
	lekë per year
__________


In particular, are you saving for specific reasons (i.e.: to build or buy a house, to start up your own enterprise…) or are you putting money aside for the future, without knowing yet how you will use it?

A.15.2. to build/refurbish a house/flat
(
A.15.3. to buy a house in the future
(
A.15.4. to start up an enterprise (or to consolidate it)
(  => (in the sector:____________________)

A.15.5. for the education of children/grandchildren/younger siblings
(
A.15.6. in general for the future (set aside)
(
A.15.7. other (specify:_____________________________________________________________)

A.16. In Albania, have you or your family bought shares, equities or have you invested in funds?

	· no
	· yes


A.17. Considering everything that your family spent, saved up and invested in 2006, roughly, to which extent (%) the money was used for:

A.17.1. purchase of goods (food, clothing, durables and everyday goods)
_____%

A.17.2. health expenditure, education for children, assistance for the elderly
_____%

A.17.3. other services (electricity, gas, water, heating, transports, telephone, professional services...)


A.17.4. expenditure to build/refurbish a house
_____%

A.17.5. expenditure to start up/consolidate an enterprise
_____%

A.17.6. pay back loans/borrowing

_____%

A.17.7. other (specify:___________________________________________)
_____%


TOTAL
100 %

A.18. In particular, would you be able to further divide the expenditure item A.17.2:

A.18.1. health expenditure
_____%

A.18.2. children education
_____%

A.18.3. assistance for the elderly_____%

Remittances received from relatives living abroad (year 2006)

A.19. In 2006, has the family living with you in Albania received money from relatives living abroad?

· yes, occasionally

=> go to question A.20
· yes, regularly every 4-6 months
=> go to question A.20
· yes, regularly every 2-3 months
=> go to question A.20
· yes, regularly every month
=> go to question A.20
· no, never

=> go to question A.25
If in 2006 the family living with you in Albania has received money from relatives living abroad, answer the following questions:

A.20. In 2006, the family living with you in Albania received money:

A.20.1. ( from your relatives living in Italy

A.20.2. ( from your relatives living in other foreign countries

A.20.3. ( from both

A.20.4. ( other (specify_________________________________________________________)

A.21. In 2006, how much money (lekë) have you received in total?

A.21.1. from your relatives living in Italy
lekë
_____________

A.21.2. from your relatives living in other foreign countries
lekë
_____________

A.22. To which extent the money you received in 2006 contributed to the support of your family in Albania?

· completely
(100%)

· very much
(over 75%)

· a lot
(from 50% to 75%)

· enough
(from 25% to 50%)

· a little
(less than 25%)

A.23. To which extent (%) the money that your relatives living abroad sent you in 2006, was used for:

A.23.1. purchase of goods (food, clothing, durables and everyday goods)
_____%

A.23.2. health expenditure, education for children, assistance for the elderly
_____%

A.23.3. other services (electricity, gas, water, heating, transports, telephone, professional services...)


A.23.4. expenditure to build/refurbish a house
_____%

A.23.5. expenditure to start up/consolidate an enterprise
_____%

A.23.6. pay back loans/borrowing

_____%

A.23.7. other (specify:___________________________________________)
_____%


TOTAL
100 %

A.24. In particular, would you be able to further divide the expenditure item A.23.2:

A.24.1. health expenditure
_____%

A.24.2. children education
_____%

A.24.3. assistance for the elderly
_____%

A.25. Besides money, did your relatives send your consumer goods in 2006, as well?

· no

· yes, food

· yes, durables (TV-set, washing-machine, hi-fi, cell-phone….)

· yes, clothing

· yes, medicines

   yes, other (specify:__________________________________________________________)

Future prospects for your “restricted household”    (in Albania and abroad)
A.26. Thinking about yourself and the relatives with whom you are living in Albania, is there anyone who would like to join your relatives who migrated abroad and live with them?

· yes, you already applied for family reunion and you are currently waiting 

· not now, but you will apply for family reunion in the future

· you would like to reunite with them, but you cannot

· no, you prefer to remain in Albania

· other (specify_______________________________________________)

A.27. While if you think about your relatives living abroad, would they like, in the future, to move back to Albania or would they prefer to remain abroad?

· yes, they would like to come back to Albania even now, if it were possible

· yes, they will move back to Albania when they retire

· yes, they will move back to Albania, but they do not know yet when

· yes, they are planning to move back to Albania to work and/or invest

· no, they would like to remain abroad forever

· I do not know / they have not decided yet

· other (specify_______________________________________________)

A.28. If you see the future of your family in Albania, please shortly describe why:

(max 250 types)

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

A.29. If you see the future of your family abroad, please shortly describe why:

(max 250 types)

______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
CELL PHONE OF THE INTERVIEWEE:_______________________

(NOTE: inform the interviewee that the number will be used only in case of need, to get further clarifications on the answers provided in the questionnaire)

Total no. of families with migrants who left close relatives in Tirana and depending economically from them


24,5%





Total no. of families with migrants who did not leave in Tirana relatives depending on them 75.5%








Total families with minors and/or elderly and/or people needing assistance


80,5%





Total families with minors and/or elderly and/or people needing assistance


53.0%





Total expenditure education, medical care, assistance





15,3%








1	For further information on the degree of reliability of the sample, please see the Methodological Annex – Sample design and reliability of results





2	For further information on how the reference population of the Albanian families residing in the 2 districts of Tirana prefecture having one or more relatives who have migrated abroad in the last 2 years was determined, please see the Methodological Annex – Reference population.





� 	All the values of the Table refer to multiple answers; this is why the sum of the percentages exceeds 100%.


	Of the 105 families with students there are some including more than one type of students (for instance, in the same family there can be one minor attending primary school and a young person attending university). So the Table shows in detail the overall percentages of the various types of students.
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